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The B
H

P
 Foundation has big am

bitions. W
e w

ork w
ith partners on projects that 

have the potential for long-term
 im

pacts. In A
ustralia w

e are focussed on the 
developm

ent of young people through initiatives related to early childhood, 
S

TEM
 education and m

ental health and w
ellbeing.

S
ince 2015, the B

H
P

 Foundation has supported A
M

S
I’s C

H
O

O
S

EM
ATH

S
 

program
. This innovative program

 has nurtured and supported the next 
generation of Science, Technology, Engineering and M

aths (STEM
) professionals, 

especially girls and young w
om

en, and given them
 the foundational skills 

and confidence they need to m
ake a difference – the results so far are captured 

throughout this publication.

N
ow

 in our final year, this successful partnership has dem
onstrated its long term

 
potential for im

pact and presents an opportunity for new
 partners to help 

build A
ustralia’s S

TEM
 w

orkforce. 

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE BHP FOUNDATION

im
pact statem

entv10.indd   2
29/8/19   11:38



For m
ore inform

ation, visit am
si.org.au

S
ince 2015, the A

ustralian M
athem

atical S
ciences Institute 

(A
M

S
I) has b

een em
p

ow
ering stud

ents, p
articularly girls 

and
 w

om
en, to p

ursue careers in m
athem

atics through the 
C

H
O

O
S

E
M

A
T

H
S

 p
roject.

S
upported by the B

H
P

 Foundation, A
M

S
I has been w

orking w
ith 

students, parents, teachers, careers advisors, young w
om

en and 
Indigenous A

ustralians to increase m
athem

atics participation and 
equity across four com

ponents: Aw
ards, Schools O

utreach, C
areers 

and W
om

en in M
aths N

etw
ork. 

This statem
ent confirm

s the significant im
pact C

H
O

O
S

EM
ATH

S
 

is m
aking in and beyond A

ustralian classroom
s, from

 m
ajor cities 

to regional, rem
ote and low

er socio-econom
ic com

m
unities.

A
M

S
I is now

 seeking new
 partners to deepen our im

pact and help 
skill A

ustralia for future S
TEM

 innovation.

PARTNER WITH AMSI
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For m
ore inform

ation, visit am
si.org.au/cm

-aw
ards

H
elp celebrate achievem

ent, 
creativity and excellence in schools

H
ighlighting achievem

ent, creativity and collaboration, the student 
aw

ards challenge team
s to m

ake short film
s exploring them

es 
related to m

aths in the real-w
orld.

A
 chance to acknow

ledge the outstanding contribution of 
A

ustralia’s m
ost engaging, innovative and inspiring m

aths 
educators, the teacher aw

ards recognise the pow
er and im

pact 
of creative practice and m

entorship.

A
ttracting over 15,000 student and teacher p

articip
ants 

nationally since 2016, the C
H

O
O

S
E

M
AT

H
S

 A
w

ards have 
inspired discussion and allow

ed students to explore real-w
orld 

applications of m
aths. 

Prize m
oney aw

arded to teachers has allow
ed them

 to grow
 their 

skills and enthusiasm
 through professional developm

ent and 
expand their school m

aths program
s to increase engagem

ent.

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S 

AWARDS
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"Winning the Award for my school 
was so important because my Year 9 
students were recognised at a national 
level for the work they had done"

A
shley S

tew
art - 2017 Teacher W

inner, W
A

$204,000
PRIZES AWARDED

to students, teachers & schools 
across A

ustralia to date

PARTICIPATION
of students & teachers nationally 
in the C

H
O

O
S

EM
ATH

S
 Aw

ards

60,000,000
MEDIA REACH

to national, state & regional 
audiences since 2016

2016
2017

2018

4700
4000

2500
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"Our school's participation in 
the Awards has encouraged a 
surge in student engagement 
in mathematics."Year 7 Teacher, VIC
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"Travelling to 
Melbourne for the 
Awards was an 
amazing experience."

Year 9 S
tudent, N

S
W
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“Having a maths expert 
in our school has created 
confidence in delivering 
maths across all levels.”
P

rincipal - S
tirling N

orth P
ublic S

chool, S
A

3,000
TEACHERS

engaged through professional 
developm

ent since 2016

58,000
STUDENTS

have benefited to date from
 

outreach engagem
ent

TEACHER CONFIDENCE
increased through professional 

developm
ent by C

H
O

O
S

EM
ATH

S

10%

29%2018
2016
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For m
ore inform

ation, visit am
si.org.au/cm

-outreach

E
m

pow
er teachers to enhance 

learning for future generations

S
upport A

ustralian teachers by w
orking w

ith A
M

S
I to enhance 

m
athem

atics know
ledge and confidence in the classroom

.

W
orking on-the-ground in over 120 schools across A

ustralia 
including regional and rem

ote areas, the C
H

O
O

S
E

M
ATH

S
 

S
chools O

utreach p
rogram

 has d
elivered

 p
rofessional 

d
evelop

m
ent and

 training sup
p

ort, as w
ell as resources 

and online tools to transform
 m

athem
atics learning.

O
ver 3000 teachers have been engaged in the program

, 
positively im

pacting 58,000 students nationally, predom
inantly 

from
 regional and rem

ote areas.

O
ur underlying research indicates those teachers involved in the 

Schools O
utreach program

 for m
ore than one year have show

n 
a significant grow

th in teaching confidence.

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S 

SCHOOLS OUTREACH
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For m
ore inform

ation, visit am
si.org.au/cm

-careers

P
ut the spotlight on careers in S

TE
M

M
aths op

ens exciting and
 often unexp

ected
 op

p
ortunities 

across nearly every industry sector. A
M

S
I’s annual national 

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S

 C
areers Aw

areness cam
paign is changing how

 
Australians talk about m

aths in the classroom
 and the com

m
unity.

Targeting students, parents, teachers, careers advisors, and the 
broader com

m
unity, the cam

paign prom
otes m

aths as a valued 
skill that leads to big opportunities and rew

arding careers. From
 IT, 

m
ining, aviation and sport to education and em

ergency services, 
the cam

paign features over 35 S
TEM

 am
bassadors w

ho need, 
and use, m

aths in their jobs.

The team
 have presented to and distributed m

aths careers 
inform

ation to thousands of students, parents and teachers 
from

 S
ydney to A

lice S
prings, Tow

nsville to P
erth and everyw

here 
in betw

een.

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S 

CAREERS
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11,000
CAREERS PACKS
sent to schools nationally 

from
 2017-19

24,000,000
MEDIA REACH

via cam
paign to national, state 

& regional audiences 2017-19

It's exciting to see all the 
cool careers that maths can 
lead to. It makes me realise 
that the jobs of the future 
will need maths."Year 9 S

tudent, VIC

WEB ENGAGEMENT
w

ith core audience through 
the annual careers cam

paign

2016
2017

2018

30,000
24,000

14,000
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Football ANALYST 

Jess Ta
v

rou IS A
 FOOTBA

LL A
N

A
LY

ST &
 W

ORK
S DIRECTLY

 W
ITH

 TH
E COA

CH
IN

G STA
FF A

N
A

LY
SIN

G 
GA

M
E PLA

Y. SH
E STUDIED A

 M
A

STER OF FOOTBA
LL A

N
A

LY
TICS a

t V
ICTORIA

 UN
IV

ERSITY.

KICKING M
ATHS GOALS...

S
port w

as alw
ays a big part of m

y life. I couldn't concentrate in the 
classroom

 if sport or outdoor learning w
eren’t part of m

y day. A
n 

am
azing teacher in high school inspired m

e to study engineering. 
H

e kept m
e interested by relating m

y m
aths questions to sport 

and w
hat I w

as interested in.

N
ow

 I get to use statistics to inform
 C

arlton’s gam
e plan every 

w
eek. From

 team
 selection, m

atch ups or form
ations, data is 

playing a role in how
 to approach the m

atch.

Carlton Football Club 

J E S S  T AV R O U  :  I A M T A N 0 0 2 5
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I grew
 up in G

erm
any and spent 

w
eekends conducting experim

ents 
w

ith m
y dad and investigating the 

theories behind them
. 

N
ow

adays I don’t do quite the sam
e 

types of experim
ents, but I still love 

searching for answ
ers and m

aking 
sense of com

plex problem
s.

The hum
an brain is one of the final 

frontiers in science and I use data 
and m

athem
atical m

odels to explore 
areas w

e never thought possible.

M
y nam

e is

and that’s w
hy I C

H
O

O
SEM

ATH
S

, because 
it’s M

O
R

E
 T

H
A

N
 JU

S
T

 N
U

M
B

E
R

S
, it  

w
ill allow

 us to com
plete our picture of 

how
 the hum

an brain operates.

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S

 is a joint initiative of the A
ustralian M

athem
atical 

S
ciences Institute (A

M
S

I) and the B
H

P
 B

illiton Foundation

D R  S A S K I A  F R E Y T A G  :  I A M T A N 0 0 1 0

C
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R
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R

S
.

A
M

S
I

.
O

R
G

.
A

U

"I just didn’t realise 
there were so many 
opportunities when it 
came to maths."

Year 10 S
tudent, Q

LD
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"To address some of the big sustainable 
development challenges facing the world today 
we need people who are resilient, innovative and 
creative problem-solvers. AMSI’s CHOOSEMATHS 
program encourages and inspires students – 
including many girls and young women – to think 
positively about STEM and embrace the opportunity 
to be part of Australia’s future prosperity."

C
hip G

oodyear, C
hairm

an, B
H

P
 Foundation
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"Mentoring helped guide 
me through choosing 
subjects & will continue 
to help me through VCE.”

Year 9 S
tudent, VIC

88%
STUDENTS

participating in the program
 are 

m
ore aw

are of careers in m
aths

70%
STUDENTS

m
entored are considering a 

higher level of m
aths in Yr 11 

PARTICIPANTS
in the student and 
m

entor P
rogram

2017
2018

2019

253
229

166
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pact statem

entv10.indd   14
29/8/19   11:42



Inspire and support a new
 

generation of fem
ale S

TE
M

 students

Inspiring and supporting a new
 generation of girls and w

om
en 

through our pow
erful netw

ork of A
ustralian m

aths leaders, the 
C

H
O

O
S

EM
ATH

S
 M

entor program
 links industry professionals 

and academ
ics w

ith students to strengthen engagem
ent of girls 

and w
om

en in m
aths.

Effective in encouraging girls to pursue advanced levels of m
aths 

in Years 11 and 12, this initiative is an opportunity to help foster 
a new

 generation of industry and academ
ic researchers.

The program
 has achieved increased grow

th and engagem
ent and 

has been successful in highlighting the m
any career opportunities 

available in m
aths.

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S 

WOMEN IN 
MATHS NETWORK

For m
ore inform

ation, visit am
si.org.au/cm

-m
entoring
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P
rofessor Tim

 B
row

n
A

M
S

I D
irector

d
irector@

am
si.org.au

03 8344 1777

Janine S
prakel

C
H

O
O

S
EM

ATH
S

 P
roject D

irector
janine@

am
si.org.au

03 8344 1790

HELP BUILD 
AUSTRALIA’S 
STEM
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PARTNER WITH AMSI
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