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THE AUSTRALIAN

Innovation: code-cracking contest to stir student potential

Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute director Geoff Prince. ‘This investment is critical as we seek to rewrite the traditional narrative.’

Malcolm Turnbull will launch a national code-cracking computing competition for students in years four to 12 as part of a strategy to
boost the study of science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM).

The innovation statement committed $51 million over five years to help Australian students embrace the digital age. These ​included online
computing challenges for years five and seven students and information and com​munications technology summer schools for targeted groups of
year nine and 10 students.

The government also promised expert help for teachers to enable them to implement the digital technologies agenda.

Mr Turnbull said the government was going to focus on talent and skills, “training our students for the jobs of the future and ​ensuring that we
attract the world’s best innovative talent to Australia’’.

The government’s innovation policy also promised more support for Australian students in competitions such as the International Science and
Mathematics Olympiads and hosting the 2019 Asian Physics Olympiad. This was part of a separate $48m commitment over five years to boost
interest in STEM subjects.

The policy also calls for development of play-based learning apps and science and mathematics resources for early childhood educators to engage
preschoolers in STEM.

The government is pushing science, maths and technology because 75 per cent of the fastest growing industries require STEM skills.

The head of education at ​accounting firm KPMG, Elise Wherry, said highly developed STEM skills would be required not only to deliver the
research and technology that Australia would need to compete in the ​future global economy, but also to tackle the challenges Australia faced
around natural resource management, a changing urban environment and sustainable growth.

“Taking a student-centred ​approach to learning is going to be essential. This involves tailoring education to individual needs throughout a
student’s educational lifecycle,’’ she said.

“The advent of new and exciting technologies like 3D printing and accessible robotics provide new inroads to tap into the intrinsic motivation of
young people to experiment and explore. This ​inspirational subject matter needs to be delivered through inspirational teaching methods.”
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Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute director Geoff Prince said the $99m investment in STEM education would deliver a much-needed
boost to digital literacy and education outcomes in mathematics, science, technology and engineering.

He praised a $13m commitment to increase participation of women in research, as well as STEM and start-up industries. “This investment is
critical as we seek to rewrite the traditional narrative underscoring career planning for girls and encourage greater pursuit of higher-level
mathematics and STEM studies.’’

Reader comments on this site are moderated before publication to promote lively and civil debate. We encourage your comments but submitting one does not guarantee publication. We publish
hundreds of comments daily, and if a comment is rejected it is likely because it does not meet with our comment guidelines, which you can read here. No correspondence will be entered into if a
comment is declined.
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ATO reveals tax transparency list GG
BEN BUTLER

Local arms of household names, including Ford and Honda, are among multinationals to pay no tax in Australia in 2014.
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Bishop defends ASIO chief’s calls GG
ROSIE LEWIS

Duncan Lewis’s calls to Coalition MPs urging ‘soothing’ counter-terrorism language are backed by the Foreign Minister and Labor.

$16m childcare fraud: six charged GG
ROSIE LEWIS

Six people in Melbourne have been charged with allegedly submitting fraudulent claims for family day care payments.
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Ley: Where did the money go? GG
ROSIE LEWIS, SARAH-JANE TASKER

A‘cranky’ minister challenges pathology companies to reveal how they’ve spent $500m in subsidies - and one hits back.

Islamic school funding suspended GG
MICHAEL OWEN, REBECCA PUDDY

Federal and local government funding to South Australia’s Islamic school has been suspended.
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Modern life causes most cancers GG
OLIVER MOODY

The way we live, not faulty genes, causes 90 per cent of cancers, research finds. Here are the biggest factors.
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Gender imbalance on Q&A GG
MICHAEL BODEY

The review into the ABC’s Q&A finds it had fewer women than men as panellists, and they were given “far less time to speak”.
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The one gift to buy a tech geek GG
CHRIS GRIFFITH

As a tech journalist, I try out all sorts of amazing gadgets. But this is the one I’ve bought myself for Christmas.

Jackson loses $1.4m HSU case GG
RACHEL BAXENDALE

The federal court dismisses Kathy Jackson’s appeal against a $1.4m repayment, and criminal charges now loom.
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Tea fuels talk of insurgency GG
RICK WALLACE

A tea hosted by Kevin Andrews for Tony Abbott looms as a possible rallying point for conservatives.
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