
 Trends in PhD completions and academic workforce in 
Australia 1948–2018 (Per annum and cumulative) 
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Cumulative estimate adjusted for overseas PhD students moving back to their home country after graduating, and for life expectation

Note that the very first Australian PhD was awarded in 1948. Terry Evans et al. “A decadic review of PhDs in Australia.” NZARE/AARE 2003: 
Educational research, risks and dilemmas: New Zealand Association for Research in Education & the Australian Association for Research in 
Education, 2003; Malcolm Abbott & Chris Doucouliagos. The Changing Structure of Higher Education in Australia, 1949-2003. Deakin 
University: School of Accounting, Economics and Finance, 2003; Department of Education and Training, Selected Higher Education Staff 
Statistics, 1997 (online).




